Dr. Wang grew up in a mid-sized city in Southern China and attended college in the city of Beijing before coming to America. She came over to America to receive her masters degree in Communication Studies at the University of Illinois. She then went on to get her Doctoral degree in Communication at the same university. When in school for her doctoral degree her research addressed how communicative behaviors, primarily in the context of family and close relationships, affect individuals health-related psychological and behavioral outcomes as well as relational well being. In particular her research examined parent-adolescent communication about challenging topics (e.g., sexuality, substance use) and supportive communication between emerging adults and parents. Her primary teaching interests are Interpersonal Communication, Relational Communication, Family Communication, and Communication Theory. When asked about her personal life, Dr. Wang said that she enjoys playing with her cat and reading detective fiction. Her favorite things about Bloomsburg is, the Susquehanna River which she says is a beautiful feature in the area.
Dr. Huang is originally from China where she earned her Bachelor's Degree in Journalism from Nanjing University. She then attended Arizona State University (ASU). At ASU she got her Master's and Doctorate in Communication Studies and gained a certificate in Gender Studies. Her area of research includes Critical Cultural Communication, where she analyzes social influence and the power dynamic towards minority groups. She uses her knowledge and experiences to teach Intercultural Communication and Gender Issues for the department. Moving to Bloomsburg has been a big change for her, but she has really grown to enjoy her new environment. She especially is fond of all the deer and lightning bugs because she has never experienced them in China. When she is not at the university teaching, Dr. Huang loves to cook as a stress reliever. She takes pride in making good food and sharing it with others. Another fun fact is that not only is she great at language skills, such as reading, writing, and speaking, she also excels at math. She earned third place at a National Math Competition in China.
Dr. Elizabeth Petre is a familiar face among the Communication Studies department. She has been teaching as an adjunct professor for five years, cumulatively. She and her husband taught from Fall 2010 -Spring 2012 and then returned in Fall 2014. This fall, the department is very excited to have her join as a full faculty member. Dr. Petre is from East Lansing, Michigan and completed her undergraduate studies at University of Illinois at Urbana -Champaign. She then completed her doctorate at Southern Illinois University -Carbondale, where she studied rhetorical approaches to Organization Communication in various contexts. Her dissertation focused on the USDA food pyramid. Dr. Petre also uses the rhetorical approach in one of her favorite classes to teach, Leadership and Team Building. When asked what in particular she loves about teaching that class, she replied, "I love guiding the client projects and teamwork. I want students to experience positive team environments and enjoy the process of working with one another." Dr. Petre also teaches Public Speaking, Small Group, and starting this spring, she will be teaching Examining Communication, which she is very excited about. Outside of the classroom, Dr. Petre enjoys cooking, yoga, and taking walks with her husband and two children.
New Faculty Continued
Welcome to Bloomsburg! Communication Studies Clubs National Communication Association Student Club T he National Communication Association Student Club (NCASC) is a national club for students that are interested in communication. The NCASC holds their meetings bi-weekly and is open to any major. This club is helpful for any college student. The NCASC brings in professionals and alumni who discuss topics such as interviewing, internships, resume building, career development, and graduate school.
The NCASC is very passionate about holding fundraising events to raise money for the club. In the past they have held fundraisers at Wendy's and Quaker Steak and Lube, where a percentage of the bill total goes towards the club. Also, they have held bake sales with different holiday themes. All the treats are always so yummy! Another thing this club does is organize and plan Communication Day. This is a one day research symposium where guest speakers, faculty, and students discuss topics that are related to communication. This is a campus wide event that can benefit any student from any major.
This club is a great opportunity for any student to get a head start on developing professional excellence. Students get the chance to learn about their current coursework related to their future professional careers and discover possible career paths. Not only is this a learning experience, but it is also a chance to network with professors, future employers, current students, and alumni. Students who are in this club develop personally and professionally. L ambda Pi Eta is the honor society for Communication Studies students. The honor society's purpose is to recognize, foster and reward outstanding scholastic achievement in Communication Studies. To be eligible for induction, a student must have completed 60 semester hours of coursework at Bloomsburg University, must have completed a minimum of 12 hours of coursework in Communication Studies, have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 and have a Communication Studies GPA of 3.25. Membership dues are $30, plus an extra $10 for graduation cords. Members must earn 4 points during each semester and can do so by attending meetings, engaging in service projects and bake sales as well as other events throughout the semester. New members are inducted every spring semester.
The members of Lambda Pi Eta have been involved in many events. The Speakers Forum is one of their biggest events that they hold every year. The Speakers Forum is an event that showcases a number of student speakers presenting on a certain topic. This year's topic was the influence of technology. Each student has to try out to able to speak at the forum. These speeches usually range anywhere from five to seven minutes, and can be about anything that falls under the given topic. This is a great chance for people to get a new perspective on a given topic. This would be a very beneficial club to join to help further your professional career.
Lambda Pi Eta

NCASC Bake Sale
By Gabrielle Narr By Gabrielle Narr Liberal Arts Symposium O ne of the most common questions I get as a Communication Studies major is, "What do you do with that degree?" Now, as a senior who is about to enter the working world, I can easily explain both the theoretical and practical aspects of the discipline. However, it can be a challenge to explain how they work together to create a useful degree. Dr. Elizabeth Petre discussed using principles of communication for practical application at the Liberal Arts Symposium during her panel, "Taking the Rhetorical Approach to the Job Search".
Her presentation included rhetorical principles all students who have taken Examining Communication are familiar with: the narrative paradigm, karios, the rhetorical situation, and the five canons of rhetoric. However, unlike in the classroom, she explained how these concepts could be used to more effectively search and apply for jobs.
When I asked why she thought taking the rhetorical approach would be helpful when searching and applying for jobs, she replied, "Because it creates a guideline, an overarching perspective, not just a list of do's and don'ts. " Guidelines are more practical and helpful than a strict list of what to do and not do.
Recent or soon to be graduates, spend hours applying to jobs. Dr. Petre suggests that using the rhetorical approach can save time by paying close attention to two parts of a job description: patterns in word choice and comments that excite and concern. She explained that the words that a potential employer uses in a job description gives immense insight into that they are looking for in a candidate. By paying attention and making note of these patterns, an applicant can tailor his or her resume to highlight those particular qualities mentioned in the job description. The second way to save time that Dr. Petre suggested was by playing attention to comments that excite and concern. This helps the applicant determine if that is a company they truly want to apply for.
Additional faculty members who participated in the Liberal Arts Symposium forum were Dr. Jim Petre and Dr. Janet Bodenman. Dr. Jim Petre discussed the basics of investing, such as stocks, bonds, and retirement plans, and the concept of paying yourself first. He emphasized that starting to save money now will put you in a better financial position later in life. Dr. Bodenman spoke about interviewing. She gave helpful tips to how to interview well and what to expect when going into an interview. Dr. Erin Brummett and Dr. Kai Kuang, who both attended this year's Lilly Conference in Bethesda, MD, spoke about how students can be more effective learners in and outside of the classroom. In particular, they focused on how students can improve their interpersonal and intercultural interactions on a college campus. Dr. Kuang also spoke separately and discussed strategies for writing successful grant proposals.
By Brigid Lapp
Why Communication Studies as a Minor?
Communication is a fundamental part in all aspects of life. Being able to communicate one's ideas effectively to other people is an important skill that all employers look for. Like many other minors, I chose to add Communication Studies to strengthen my speaking skills and become more marketable when applying for jobs.
The Department of Communication Studies requires their minors to have and retain a 3.0 grade average to continue in the program. It is an additional seven classes to obtain the minor. Classes such Public Speaking and Interpersonal Communication are required. Then, you have a choice between taking Understanding Social Influence or Communication Theory, and Communication Research Methods or Examining Communication. The last nine credits come from a choice of 300 and 400 elective classes. The Communication Studies department offers a range of electives to fit your personal and professional interests. Being a management major, I particularly sought out classes that would develop my business sense, through courses such as Communication for Business Professionals, which builds skills for the professional setting, and Conflict Management, which analyzes the role conflict plays in different situations.
Adding a minor emphasizes work ethic to a future employer and shows you're willing to go beyond what is included in your regular course load to gain more knowledge. You don't want to limit yourself to one field of expertise. The job market is always changing so having versatility in education will help you adapt to those changes.
By Libby Alfieri
Hallie Buchwald is a Bloomsburg University 2011 graduate, who is now an Account Manager for a confection, a candy and snack broker, E.A. Berg Associates, in Paramus N.J. When coming in as a freshman, Hallie first started out as a Social Work major the fall semester but had switched to Communication Studies by the spring. Coming in she thought she wanted to be a social worker but upon coming to Bloomsburg realized that the prerequisites were not what she was interested in. As most 18-19 year olds feel, she had no clue what she wanted to do with her future. She knew that sociology and psychology were not for her so she looked to a suggestion from her advisor, which was Communication Studies. Once she declared the major she joined the Interpersonal Communication track. When asked how she feels the major prepared her for the future, she said that she would have never expected to end up in sales but feels that communication has given her the confidence needed to grow and stand out at her company. When she is not putting her degree to work, Hallie really enjoys cooking.
Meet Our Alumni
Hallie Buchwald
By Danielle Mayberry
Amanda Strain is an alumni of the Department of Communication Studies. She was originally an Education major but transferred into Communication Studies when she was a second semester sophomore. She transferred over because she felt like she wasn't doing everything that she wanted to do in college. She wanted to have a variety of different skills so she felt like being a Communication Studies major would fulfill that. This major has given her the confidence in her oral communication and writing skills to be able to succeed in her career. She has developed interpersonal communication skills to handle a variety of situations with others. Right now, Amanda is currently getting her Masters of Education in the College of Student Affairs program here at Bloomsburg. She is also the Graduate Hall Director of Montour Hall on campus. An interesting fact about Amanda is that she loves to dance and was on the dance team here on campus.
Amanda Strain
By: Jessica Cesaire
